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VERSE IDS: Gn29-34a, Gn29-34b, Gn29-34c, Nu10-31b,Nu10-31c, Dt15-11a,Dt15-11b, 

Dt10-09a,Dt10-09b, Gn18-05d, Gn38-26c 

TABLE GRAMMAR-PREPOSITIONAL CONNECTIVES: al kayn means  one 

contributing factor 

At first blush, al kayn simply means because. However, Rashi, based on  a Midrash Rabbah (1), 

explains that al kayn means one contributing factor. Thus on each verse with al kayn  Rashi’s job 

is to explain the multiple reasons behind something.  

Verse, 

Rashi ID 

Text of Verse What is 

being 

explained  

What is the 

contributing 

factor to this 

mentioned in 

the verse 

What are other contributing 

factors. 

Gn29-

34a,b,c 

She became 

pregnant again 

and gave birth: 

She said now 

my husband 

will attach 

himself to 

me(2); 

therefore he (3)  

called the child 

levi attached) 

Why the 

child was 

named 

attached 

(Levi) 

Because she 

had given 

birth to four 

children (2) 

Names in the Bible are very often 

nick-names. In this case, if his 

name was attached every time he 

did someone a favor he would get 

teased “You are attaching yourself 

to the person you did the favor.” 

Additionally, Levi served in the 

Temple where he assisted in 

attaching people to each other 

and their spouses through the 

offerings (3) 

Nu10-

31b,c 

(Moses 

speaking to his 

father in law 

who was about 

to return home) 

Please do not 

leave usDt. 

Stay with us 

because you are 

familiar with 

our journey 

stops in the 

desert and can 

helpg guide us 

Why Moses 

wants his 

father-in-

law to stay 

Because he 

knows the 

desert terrain 

well and can 

guide us on 

our journey 

stops 

(Not explicit in Rashi but 

obvious) Moses wanted his father 

in law to stay so that his wife and 

children would have their 

(grand)father with them 

Dt15-

11a,b 

Poverty will 

never cease 

from the land. 

Why did 

God 

command to 

It is good 

advice for 

your benefit: 

(a)One should give to the poor 

because it is a Divine command 

like any other commandment, (b) 



Therefore, I 

command you 

as follows: 

open your 

hands to your 

brothers, your 

poor, and to the 

destitute in 

your land 

give money 

to the poor 

If poverty will 

not cease 

from the land 

because of 

economic 

cycles then 

the person 

you give to 

today may in 

fact give to 

you when you 

become poor 

(Stated above in verses) If you 

have the means to give and don’t, 

the poor person might pray in 

anguish which could have 

deleterious consequences for you. 

Dt10-

09a,b 

Therefore Levi 

did not have an 

assigned piece 

of Israelli land: 

God is his 

inheritance  

What did 

Levi not 

inherit a 

piece of land 

in Israel like 

the other 

tribes. 

God is his 

inheritance 

meaning that 

the Levites 

obtain the 

Levite gifts 

(such as 

tithes) and 

therefore are 

not dependent 

on the land 

for food 

(Explicit in Rashi) The Levites 

assist in Temple work. Thus their 

time is devoted to mastering the 

Temple services and therefore 

they do not have time to devote to 

agricultural matters. 

Gn18-05d Rachel said: 

God has judged 

me and also 

heard my 

prayers as a 

consequence he 

gave me a son: 

Therefore she 

called his name 

judged (Dan) 

What did 

she name 

the child 

judged 

(Dan) 

Because God 

judged her 

(that her co-

wife had 

children but 

she did not) 

(Mentioned in Verse) God heard 

her prayers for a child. (4) 

Gn38-26c Judah said: She 

is more correct 

that me since I 

wouldn’t let her 

marry my son 

Shaylah 

Why is 

Tamar, who 

had an affair 

while she 

was waiting 

for Shaylah 

to grow up, 

not being 

executed 

Judah 

acknowledges 

that she had 

the affair 

because she 

had been lied 

to about 

Shaylah: She 

was told she 

could marry 

him when he 

grew up and 

The other contributing factor in 

fact explicitly told in the narrative 

was that Judah was the person she 

had an affair with so it wouldn’t 

be right for him to execute her for 

his affair. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

he was not 

given to her 


